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OFFICIAL COTTON STANDARDS OF THE UNITED STATES FOR THE LEAF GRADE OF
AMERICAN UPLAND COTTON

AUTHORITY: Sections 28.461 to 28.482 issued under Sec. 10, 42 Stat. 1519; (7 U.S.C. 
61).  Section 28482 also issued under Sec. 3c, 50 Stat. 62 (7 U.S.C. 473) and 90 Stat. 
1841-1846 as amended (7 U.S.C. 15b).  Interpret or apply Sec. 6, 42 Stat. 1518, as 
amended; (7 U.S.C. 56), unless otherwise noted.

LEAF GRADES

SOURCE: 57 FR 34498, Aug. 5, 1992, unless otherwise noted.

§28.461 Leaf Grade 1.
Leaf Grade 1 is leaf which is within the range represented by a set of samples in the

custody of the United States Department of Agriculture in a container marked “Original Official
Cotton Standards of the United States, American Upland, Good Middling, effective July 1, 1987.”

§28.462 Leaf Grade 2.
Leaf Grade 2 is leaf which is within the range represented by a set of samples in the

custody of the United States Department of Agriculture in a container marked “Original Official
Cotton Standards of the United States, American Upland, Strict Middling, effective July 1, 1987.”

§28.463 Leaf Grade 3.
Leaf Grade 3 is leaf which is within the range represented by a set of samples in the

custody of the United States Department of Agriculture in a container marked “Original Official
Cotton Standards of the United States, American Upland,, Middling, effective July 1, 1987.

§28.464 Leaf Grade 4.
Leaf Grade 4 is leaf which is within the range represented by a set of samples in the

custody of the United States Department of Agriculture in a container marked “Original Official
Cotton Standards of the United States, American Upland, Strict Low Middling, effective July 1,
1987.”

§28.465 Leaf Grade 5.
Leaf Grade 5 is leaf which is within the range represented by a set of samples in the

custody of the United States Department of Agriculture in a container marked “Original Official
Cotton Standards of the United States, American Upland, Low Middling, effective July 1, 1987.”
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§28.466 Leaf Grade 6.
Leaf Grade 6 is leaf which is within the range represented by a set of samples in the

custody of the United States Department of Agriculture in a container marked “Original Official
Cotton Standards of the United States, American Upland, Strict Good Ordinary, effective July 1,
1987.”

§28.467 Leaf Grade 7.
Leaf Grade 7 is leaf which is within the range represented by a set of samples in the

custody of the United States Department of Agriculture in a container marked “Original Official
Cotton Standards of the United States, American Upland, Good Ordinary, effective July 1, 1987.”

BELOW LEAF GRADE COTTON

§28.471 Below Leaf Grade Cotton.
Below leaf grade cotton is American Upland cotton which is lower in leaf grade than Leaf

Grade 7.  In cotton classification, the official designation for such cotton is Below Leaf Grade. 
Other additional explanatory terms considered necessary to describe adequately the condition of
the cotton may be entered on classification memorandums or certificates.

[57 FR 34499, Aug. 5, 1992]

GENERAL

§28.480 General.
(a) American Upland cotton which in color is within the range of the color standards

established in this part shall be designated according to the color standard irrespective of the leaf
content.  American Upland cotton which in leaf is within the leaf standards established in this part
shall be designated according to the leaf standard irrespective of the color.

(b) The term preparation is used to describe the degree of smoothness or roughness with
which cotton is ginned and the relative neppiness or nappiness of the ginned lint.  Normal
preparation for any color grade of American Upland cotton for which there is a physical color
standard shall be that found in the physical color standard.  Normal preparation for any color
grade of the American Upland cotton for which there is a descriptive color standard shall be that
found in the physical standards for color used to define the descriptive color grade.  Explanatory
terms considered necessary to adequately describe the preparation of cotton may be entered on
classification memorandums or certificates.

[57 FR 34499, Aug. 5, 1992]
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§28.481 Alternate title for standards.
Since these standards have been agreed upon and accepted by the leading European cotton

associations and exchanges, they may also be termed and referred to as the “Universal Standards
for American Cotton.”

[24 FR 5171, June 25, 1959]

§28.482 United States Cotton Futures Act.
The cotton standards contained in §28.301 through §28.603 of this part shall be effective

for purposes of the United States Cotton Futures Act (7 U.S.C. 15b) and the regulations
thereunder (7 CFR part 27).

[45 FR 46783, July 11, 1980]

§28.525 Symbols and Code Numbers.
For administrative convenience, the symbols and code numbers prescribed in this section

may be used in lieu of leaf grades.

(b) Symbols and Code Numbers used for Leaf Grades of American Upland Cotton.

                  Leaf Grade        Symbol Code No.

Leaf Grade 1.................................          LG1         1
Leaf Grade 2.................................          LG2         2
Leaf Grade 3.................................          LG3         3
Leaf Grade 4.................................          LG4         4
Leaf Grade 5.................................          LG5         5
Leaf Grade 6.................................          LG6         6
Leaf Grade 7.................................          LG7         7
Below Leaf Grade.........................          BLG         8


